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SYNOPSIS
Through the lens of legendary filmmaker Werner Herzog, Theater of Thought takes audiences on
a provocative journey into the study of the mind and consciousness, daring us to question
whether we truly have autonomy over our thoughts, or if our brains will inevitably become infused
with mind-controlling technology in the not so distant future. Gathering insight and predictions
from some of the world’s most influential scientists and innovators, Theater of Thought is an
exploration of the ethical, and existential, effects that neurotechnology presents in our rapidly
advancing world.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
Much of what’s in THEATER OF THOUGHT has been dormant in me for a long time. It all fell in
place when I met one of the greatest and foremost scientists in the field of brain research, Rafael
Yuste and the film was created with great vehemence as we discussed further.

How can we read thoughts? Can you implant a chip in your brain and in my brain, and see my
new film without a camera? Why is it that some young people immerse themselves in video
games and become addicted to completely artificial worlds? Sometimes mice even prefer
invented cartoon worlds, so who is the ghost writer of our mind, of our reality?
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Quotes from Select Theater of Thought Reviews 

 

• “In one of his best docs yet, Werner Herzog turns his lens on the world of brain-
computer interfaces, their therapeutic potential and chilling implications.” - 
Sheri Linden, THR  

• “A quintessentially Herzogian fusion of hope, horror, humor and heart.”- Sheri 
Linden, THR   

• “Theater of Thought” is something of a trip into Werner Herzog’s brain, so 
stumbling through that fog can be quite entertaining.” - Steve Pond, The 
Wrap 

• “Theater of Thought” is a movie about exploring the mind – and if the mind 
we’re exploring most of the time is Herzog’s, well, there are far worse tour 
guides through this territory.” - Steve Pond, The Wrap 

• “This is decidedly a talking-heads sort of film, but the talk and the heads are 
worth listening to and beholding.” - Todd McCarthy, Deadline 

 








